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Resource pack

Thank you for your interest in this resource pack!
Alongside our More than numbers campaign, we’ve created a set of free resources 
to help you think about careers in accounting and bookkeeping, and how to get 
started. This document contains an overview of the resources included, and the order 
we recommend you look at them in. Click on the resource titles below, and the titles 
of the individual e-learning modules to access the resources. 

Exploring the world of  
accounting and bookkeeping

Skills passport
This worksheet helps you reflect 
on your current experiences and 
skills, and plan what you need to 
develop for your next steps.Experience Dates What I did Top skill developed
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My skills passport 
Discovering the skills, experiences, 
and strengths that travel with me, and 
how to make the most of them.

My experiences
Every experience counts. It's surprising where and when you develop certain 
skills. Include any jobs, volunteering, side hustles, and even things like caring 
responsibilities, personal projects and hobbies. For example, were you the captain of 
a sports team at school? You will have developed some valuable skills through this.

Skills for work e-learning
This free e-learning has 4 modules covering key workplace skills.  
We recommend you work through them in the following order:
1.	 Personal skills for the workplace 
2.	Communication
3.	Time management and prioritisation
4.	Securing a job

Job profiles
Discover the different types of  
jobs in accounting.
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Job profiles 

Overview of key areas
Choosing a career in accounting gives you the chance to work anywhere, from the 
comfort of your own home to the head office of a global company. After all, any 
company or organisation that deals with money also has a finance function.

What could you do in 
accounting and finance? 

Within these areas there are lots of different types of accounting jobs, which generally fall 
into one of four areas. These are:

Industry
Working for a company's 
finance department

Private practice
Working for yourself or 
an accountancy firm

Public sector
Working for a local 
council or a hospital

Charitable sector
Working for a charity or a non-
governmental organisation

The primary areas you can work in are:

Financial accountants, who focus on preparing 
financial statements, analysing financial data, 
and ensuring compliance.

Auditors, who review financial records to 
ensure accuracy, identify risks, and assess 
internal controls.

Management accountants, who provide 
insights for strategic decisions, budgeting, and 
cost control.

Tax accountants, who assist with tax planning, 
compliance, and maximising tax benefits.

Explore resource

Routes into accounting
Following on from job profiles,  
use this document to explore 
different ways to get started, and 
what routes might be best for 
different types of roles.
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Routes into 
  accounting 

Getting started with accounting
When you think of accounting and finance, you might picture an investment banker 
or a Chief Financial Officer in a large office. But accounting is much broader than 
that. It includes many different roles, industries and ways of working.

The UK’s accounting and finance sector is one of the most respected in the world. Every 
industry and company needs finance professionals, whether that's your local football team, a 
high street retailer, film production companies, or a large bank. You can also work for yourself 
in accounting, by starting your own firm. AAT-qualified accountants work across industries, 
and many have started their own successful businesses.

There’s no one-size-fits-all approach for getting into accounting. At AAT, we have students 
ranging in age from 16 to 50+, and many of these came to accounting as a second or even 
third career. There are many routes into accounting including apprenticeships, professional 
qualifications, or university study. If you feel you have the right experience, you could even try 
going straight for entry-level jobs and learning and training while you work.

So, what might some opportunities look like? In accounting and finance, you could be:

a payroll clerk at a large retail store who ensures all staff are paid accurately and on time

an auditor who checks financial records for accuracy and fraud

a forensic accountant who investigates financial crimes and fraud

an accounts assistant at any firm that has a finance team (the AAT Careers Hub even had a 
vacancy for this role at Netflix!)

a financial accountant who prepares annual financial statements each year.

Explore resource Explore resource
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