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The Association of Accounting Technicians (AAT) is pleased to have the 
opportunity to comment on the Bar Standards Board (BSB) Review on 
changes to the Public and Licensed Access rules. 

AAT is submitting this response on behalf of our membership and for the wider public benefit of 
having access to legal representation. 

It is AAT’s understanding that its members can appoint a Public Access barrister but that AAT would 
need to be added to the First Schedule in order for AAT members to be able to appoint Licensed 
Access barristers. 

This may be of interest to a small number of AAT members and so AAT would like to consider 
applying for the First Schedule. However, it is AAT’s understanding that there is currently no 
application process to do so. 

AAT is only replying to a selection of sub-questions under question number 5 which is appropriate 
given the context that AAT is not as yet included in the first schedule. 

On the issue of the First and Second Schedule, raised in question 5(c), it would probably be helpful if 
these schedules were moved to the guidance so as to streamline the process whereby the BSB would 
not be required to apply to the oversight regulator, the Legal Services Board to amend them from time 
to time. 

AAT agrees with the proposal in question 5(d) for the introduction of an application process for bodies 
to be added to the First and Second Schedule and that the application process is along similar lines to 
approvals given under paragraphs 5 and 6 on page xxxiii of the review document. 

AAT agrees with the proposal in question 5(e) to charge an application fee to professional bodies 
wishing to be added to the First Schedule. However, this must be on a cost recovery basis only so 
that the fee is not prohibitive and does not hinder access to legal representation. 

About AAT 

AAT is a professional accountancy body with approximately 50,000 full and fellow members and over 
90,000 student and affiliate members worldwide. Of the full and fellow members, there are over 4,250 
licensed accountants who provide accountancy and taxation services to individuals, not-for-profit 
organisations and the full range of business types. 

AAT is a registered charity whose objectives are to advance public education and promote the study 
of the practice, theory and techniques of accountancy and the prevention of crime and promotion of 
the sound administration of the law. 

Further information 

If you have any queries, require any further information or would like to discuss any of the above 
points in more detail, please contact Aleem Islan, AAT Technical Consultation Manager, at: 
E-mail: consultation@aat.org.uk   Telephone: 020 7397 3088  
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